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Gerard Butler first got noticed for
his convincing role, and physique, as
King Leonides in 300. Since then the
40-year-old Scotsman has appeared
in everything from thrillers to
animation and of course romantic
comedy. For his latest film the Hollywood ladies’ man stars as The Bounty
Hunter whose first target is his
ex-wife, played by the lovely Jennifer
Aniston. We chatted about choosing
his roles, beginning to call football
soccer, and his life in general being on
an up swing.

Here you are now starring opposite the princess of
romcom, Jennifer Aniston. Is now about the time the love
letters start pouring in by the truckload?
Well maybe, but I get a lot of them now though, so we’ll see. I don’t
know, that would be nice… what am I talking about (laughs).

Some actors who become well known for romantic comedy
can start to feel typecast, have you ever felt that way?
I think that the last thing that I would say about myself is that I have
been typecast. I have always made a point, more than most actors,
of trying every kind of role. I have done horror movies, dramas,
romantic comedies, black comedies, animated movies, action, and
historical dramas. What I have tried not to do is to be pigeonholed.
Did you feel pressure from Hollywood?
Yes, and if there’s a part of my career I am proud of, it’s that I didn’t
bend to that pressure. After 300 it would have been easy to just do
action movies, that’s why to do PS I Love You felt a little weird, but
I knew in the long run that it would pay off, that I wanted to keep
going into different areas, moving laterally as opposed to vertically.
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To get honoured with
anything is
great, but
Man of the
Year is pretty fabulous.
It’s the kind
of thing you
tell your
mom about.

A Scene From The Bounty Hunter With Jennifer Aniston

When you decide on doing a romantic comedy such as The
Bounty Hunter, what do you look for in the role in terms of
how you choose it for the path of your career?
The idea that you can get involved in some quirkiness of your
own personality and some surprising softer parts of yourself
– and to play with that and make people laugh! You go, OK, I
can get into this and do this and hopefully have this reaction.
And also maybe learn something along the way. Then there
are other films where you think, this would really be me going
to the core of my soul and challenging something and opening a part in me that could be fascinating for myself and also
fascinating for other people to see. And there’s another thing,
or it might be something more emotional or something that’s
darker. Each one is a different appeal for you in terms of what
you are trying to achieve for yourself.
When you read a script do you know right away?
It’s a very intuitive thing. You sit down and you read a script and
it’s either an issue to turn each page; you find another bunch of
things to do or not. You sit and you feel good, you are having fun
and you want to know what happens next.
Your Scottish accent is still intact, has Hollywood been
hard on you with that?
They are much more forgiving over here if you are going to use
English words. Actually it’s endearing. There, they will rip you
to shreds. Look, it was always a fantasy of mine, because I’ve
been doing well over here and in Scotland people know my name,
but a lot of them don’t even know what I look like. It’s just like,
that guy Gerard Butler’s doing well in Hollywood. It’s easy to win
an award in Scotland – it’s easier because there aren’t so many
actors. I wanted to appear once if I won some award and put on
an American accent, and go, ‘I just want to thank you guys, and
say what an honour it is to be here in Scotland’. Because I know
I’d be shot. I was once doing an interview for Capital FM in London
and I was talking about football, but not our football -soccer - and
I called it soccer. I told them I went to a soccer game and literally
my heart - I thought it was going to burst - and the rest of the
interview all I was thinking was I said soccer, I said soccer, I said

soccer. I thought it’s as good as your career being over by saying
the word soccer. I know it’s going to be on the radio and they will
have so much fun with that. Look at him, what a sell-out, f**king
Hollywood. Soccer?
In 2009 you were honoured for being the GQ Man of the
Year - how was that?
It’s a lovely thing. To get honoured with anything is great, but Man
of the Year is pretty fabulous. It’s the kind of thing you tell your
mom about. I don’t win many awards, so this is nice.
Your movie career seems to be going extremely well, how
do you feel about your life in general?
I am always reflecting on my life and I’m in a good place now. I have
had a pretty interesting ride to get me to where I am today. It’s been
full of ups and downs and I’m sure I’ll have plenty more downs, but
at the moment I am on a bit of an up; I am happy with my career. I am
happy with my personal life, pretty much. I feel like career-wise I am
in a really great place. I have a variety of work and I am excited about
the work that’s coming to me, so it’s good.
You also have your own production company. Does producing give you a different perspective on your own acting?
It gives me a more complete understanding of character. Despite
the fact that producing added a lot more pressure, it also allowed
me, in the case of Law Abiding Citizen, to know who I am much
more because I had seen so many different angles on my character and so many different conceptions.
Why is your company named Evil Twins?
That’s a very good question. Basically I feel that my manager, who is
my partner in the company, and I could write ten volumes of books
on the shit that we have been through together - the ups and the
downs. We are like two naughty little boys in all the adventures
we’ve been on. Every movie and every break, every yes and every no
has felt like a battle, and yet it’s something that we’ve had so much
fun doing. So at some point we start calling ourselves the evil twins.
When we made the company he said, “well what about evil twins?”
because we just couldn’t decide what to call it.
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